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Dear Friend of Fraser,
Thank you for your interest in the 2021 Fraser
Festival for Autism, presented by Central Roofing
Company. This unique, family-friendly event features
food, giveaways, therapy animals, and a community
dedicated to supporting families and individuals
impacted by autism.
Fraser is the Upper Midwest’s premier provider of autism
services. Since 1935, we have been serving the special
needs community in Minnesota through a range of
education, healthcare, housing, and education programs.
Today, 1 in 44 children in Minnesota has autism, making it more prevalent
than juvenile diabetes, childhood cancer, and pediatric AIDS combined. Fortunately, evidence shows early
intervention can have an overwhelmingly positive impact. Fraser programs and services are tailored to each individual: allowing
them to achieve success — whatever that looks like for them.
All funds raised at the Festival will help sustain Fraser programs and, more importantly, allow us to reach more families in
Minnesota. Last year’s drive-thru event raised more than $125,000 for the Fraser Autism Center of Excellence. This year, we have
an ambitious goal of raising $135,000. You can help us achieve this goal by starting or joining a walk team, attending the event,
and spreading the word to your networks.
Families facing an autism diagnosis turn to Fraser for resources, support, and hope. Please help ensure these children and
families have the resources they need.
This fundraising guide offers ideas and useful information to rally your team. If you have any questions, please contact me.
With gratitude,

Rose Rosario
Special Events Program Manager
Rose.Rosario@fraser.org | 612-798-8343

2

2021 FESTIVAL TOOL KIT

FESTIVAL
PRESENTED BY

for

Autism

SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021 • 8AM–1PM

Mall of America: Nor th Lot • fraser.org/festival

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT IS THE FESTIVAL?

A fun, family-friendly event that celebrates and lifts up individuals and families impacted by autism in Minnesota. To provide
a safe experience during the pandemic, the event is organized as a drive-thru — a reverse parade of activities that participants
can enjoy from their vehicles. We will have therapy animals, food, giveaways, and our Fraser Sensory Support team, a group of
volunteers specially-trained to work with individuals who may experience sensory difficulties.
WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

This event celebrates families and individuals with special needs, but everyone is welcome to participate. Each year, we bring
together people of all ages, abilities, cultures, and backgrounds.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, this event is FREE. However, we do encourage participants to fundraise so we can achieve
our fundraising goal. We recommend a $200 fundraising goal for individuals and a $1,000 fundraising goal for teams.
HOW DO I SIGN UP?

Pre-registration for this event is strongly encouraged. Visit www.fraser.org/festival to register. You can sign up as an individual, join
an existing team, or create your own team.
HOW DO I CREATE A TEAM?

Teams assist each other in fundraising efforts, attend the event together, and some even design matching team t-shirts. If you’ve
always wanted to be a team captain — now is your chance! Team captains are the point person for their team’s communication
and fundraising. Team captains are also eligible for the top fundraising prize package. After creating a team on our fundraising
site, a captain can send out emails to recruit additional team members, assign a co-captain, and register any secondary
participants like children.
I’VE NEVER FUNDRAISED BEFORE. WHAT IF I NEED HELP?

Not to worry, we are here to help! This guide offers several ideas to get you started, and we provide additional ideas and tips each
week. You can also reach out for specific questions at events@fraser.org.
I WANT TO VOLUNTEER AT THE EVENT! WHO SHOULD I CONTACT?

We’re always looking for event volunteers! Please email volunteers@fraser.org for more information.
DO YOU HAVE ANY FUN PRIZES?

To keep things fun (and competitive!), Fraser holds contests and offers fundraising incentives leading up to the event. Follow us on
social media, and read our emails to be in the know.
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TECH TIPS
PERSONAL FUNDRAISING PAGE

When you register for the Festival, a fundraising
page is created for you. You can use this page to:
• Share your personal connection to Fraser
• Share photos and stories
• Send emails to recruit team members, request
donations, and communicate with your
teammates
• Share your fundraiser on social media accounts
• Input offline (cash/check) donations and
monitor your fundraising progress
• Download helpful fundraising tips, assign a co-captain, or edit login information
ENTERING OFFLINE DONATIONS

The easiest way for people to donate is through the event fundraising platform. However, if you receive cash or check donations,
you can enter them on your personal page using these steps.
1. Click on the white “My Donations” button.
2. Under the thermometer, click on “Add Checks/Cash.”
3. Select whether the gift is a check or cash.
4. Fill out the information fields with the gift amount and contact information, so we can acknowledge their contribution
(which can be important for tax purposes). The donation amount, check # (if applicable), and first and last name are
required for each donation.
5. These contributions will appear almost immediately in your thermometer. The donations are applied towards your
fundraising team goal, unless you designate them to an individual participant.
6. To qualify for individual and team top fundraising prizes, please mail or drop off checks to Fraser by Friday, April 23, 2021.
Please do not send cash by mail.
FRASER
ATTN: DEVELOPMENT
2400 WEST 64TH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55423
7. Track your offline donations using the donation pledge form
found at the end of this fundraising guide. You can also
download a copy from the “My Resources” section on your
fundraising page.
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FUNDRAISING 101
Funds raised at the Festival are crucial for
sustaining and expanding our innovative
services for individuals and families with
special needs. We are raising funds to:
• Conduct training on sensory
dysfunction and sensitivities for
businesses and community partners
• Expand our presence in Minnesota
through the establishment of Fraser
Autism Center of Excellent Satellite
(FACES) clinics
• Increase access to early intervention with the Fraser CARE team – a telehealth team care model, integrating staff from a
variety of disciplines, to serve clients ages 0-3
If you have never fundraised before, we have some tips to get you started.
HOW TO ASK FOR DONATIONS

When you register for the Festival, a fundraising page is created for you. You can use this page to:
• Early- The earlier you get started, the more time you have to reach supporters. We recommend signing up early, so you have a
few months to reach your goal.
• Often- Sometimes, it takes more than one ask or social media post before folks donate.
• Virtually- Social media is a great tool for fundraising. You can use your platform to connect with a wider audience on
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. Check out our Virtual Fundraising Toolkit for more tips.
• Personally- People give to people. Telling your personal story connects people to the Fraser mission and puts a face on the
work we do.
FUNDRAISING IDEAS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Write letters or cards to your loved ones with a personal ask.
Create a fundraiser on Facebook or Instagram. Our virtual fundraising guide has more information on how to create these
fundraisers.
Tap into your networks. Think about the organizations you’re involved with and how they might support your fundraising goals.
Consider your workplace, school, religious organization, or sports team.
Many employers will match their employee’s charitable giving. That’s an easy way to double your impact!
Ask a friend to complete a silly challenge on social media, and then donate to Fraser (think of the Ice Bucket Challenge for
ALS). Then ask them to challenge someone else. Who knows, maybe you’ll go viral!
Host a virtual or mini-event. You can find more information in our Virtual Fundraising Toolkit.
Incentivize giving through a raffle or prize. Find a business or friend willing to donate a product or gift card, or come up with
your own prize — maybe an hour of free snow shoveling or raking leaves.
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CREATIVE WAYS TO SAY THANK YOU
Thank EVERYONE who donates toward your fundraising goal, no matter the size of the gift. This not only shows appreciation; it’s
another way to share the impact of their gift. Read on for unique ways to show your supporters some love.
• Use social media. Many people enjoy getting a shout-out on Facebook or Instagram. Plus, the recognition might drive others
to support you, too.
• Send a handwritten letter or card expressing your appreciation.
• If you have a cute dog or baby, send your supporters a personalized funny photo or video as a thank you for donating.
• Flex your writing skills, and draft a poem of thanks for your supporters.
• Text or email anyone who donated your favorite “Thank You” song.
• Make a phone call! This is a really personal way to express your thanks.
• After the event, share photos of your experience along with a message of gratitude.
HOW TO RAISE $500 IN 10 DAYS

Even if you’re prone to procrastination, you can still meet your fundraising goal. Here’s how:
Day 1
Donate to your fundraising page to kick things
off. No one likes an empty
thermometer!

Day 2
Ask your partner or friend
to match your donation.
+$25

Day 3
Text 3 friends challenging
them to skip a week of
Starbucks and donate the
cost instead.
3 friends x $20 = $60

Day 4
Share your fundraising
page on Facebook. If 5
friends each donate $20,
you are $100 closer to
your goal!

Day 5
Talk to your employer to
see if they will match your
personal donation.
+$25

Total: $25
Day 6
Host a virtual happy hour
for colleagues or friends.
Take 5 minutes to explain
your fundraising goal and
your connection to the
cause. 10 people x $10
donation = $100

$50
Day 7
Ask a group you’re
involved in (religious
organization, professional
association, etc.) to make
a small contribution
towards your fundraising
goal.
+$50

$110
Day 8
Are you a world-class
baker? Whip up a batch
of your famous chocolate
chip cookies and deliver
them to friends and
family (with a suggested
$5 donation)
10 friends x $5 donation
= $50

$210
Day 9
Use your writing and art
skills to send some snail
mail to 3 relatives asking
for a $10 donation.
+$30

$235
Day 10
Make one last post to your
Facebook friends to raise
the remaining $35.

$335

$385

$435

$465

$500
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Congratulations! You’ve
made your goal!
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FESTIVAL DONATION TRACKER

DONOR NAME

DONOR ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS

DONATION
AMOUNT

COLLECTED?

To qualify for individual and team top fundraising prizes, please mail or drop off checks to Fraser by Friday, April 23, 2021. Please
do not send cash by mail. FRASER ATTN: DEVELOPMENT 2400 WEST 64TH STREET MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55423
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